This study compares the extension activities of Agricultural Development Programmes of Osun and Edo States. A multi-state random sampling method was used in selecting zones blocks, cells and the farmers. And interview schedule was designed to obtain data on the respondents demographic characteristics and extension activities. Data were gathered from 160 farmers from the two states. The result shows that majority of the farmers in both states have been farming for more than 6 years but Osun State has more experienced farmers than Edo State. In both states rentage and purchase accounted for about 26.3% of farm land. The study also shows that Osun State ADP rendered farm services more than Edo State in relation to equipment, but in Edo State most farmers get equipment from the Ministry of Agriculture and Public Hiring Unit. Farmers from Osun State intensively cultivate and have larger farms than Edo State. Farmers in both states acknowledged the assistance of ADP in the supply of improved planting materials and other inputs. In the area of infrastructure (Construction of dams roads processing unit and bore holes) both farmers and enclave communities benefited.
INTRODUCTION
The agricultural industry which for several decades was the mainstay of the economy in terms of its contribution to the gross domestic product, export earnings, food and employment has not been growing appreciably in recent years. The growth of agriculture is less in food crops and livestock sector than in export crops (Adegeye and Dittoh, 1985) .
In most of the Third World Countries of which Nigeria is one, agriculture stands as the most crucial factor in economic development. This assertion cannot be regarded as an over statement taking into consideration the proportion of population involved directly in farming and the fact that most, if not all of the food and raw materials, are derived from agriculture (Taiye, 1994) . The government over the years has always realized that for meaningful economic development to take place, there must be agricultural development. Effort must be geared towards developing the small-scale farmers since Nigerian Agriculture is largely peasant in nature.
The Federal Government of Nigeria in an effort to encourage agricultural development formulated several policies, launched several programmes and established several agricultural institutions (Egbarevba, 1996) . Some of such programmes include the National Accelerated Food Production. The Nigerian Agricultural Development Programmes (ADPs) began as enclave ADPs in Gombe, Gusua, Funtua, Bida, Ekiti Akoko, Lafia Ayangba, Ilorin and Oyo North in the mid 1970s. They were employed the training and visit (T & V) system of agricultural extension (Adedipe et al, 1995, Adebayo and Idowu, 2000) .
ADP system was based on the belief that increased food production cannot be achieved unless the right technology is available, an effective extension system exists and free access to inputs, adequate market and other infrastructural facilities. The ability to maintain these various factors -rural roads and water supply, farm inputs, under a single management, mark the ADP system out as distinct from the smallscale farmers (Onaghise, 1991 and Bola 1993) . However, the Agricultural Development Programmes (ADPs) in Nigeria have shown concrete proofs of its worth as a successful programe of agricultural transformation through a revitalized agricultural extension effort (World Bank, 1995 , Adedipe et al, 1995 and Adebayo and Idowu 2000 .
Given this background the following objectives become relevant
1.
Identity the demographic characteristics of the farms families in the study areas 2.
Compare the source of inputs of the farm families in the study area 3.
Compare the impact of infrastructure available to farmers in the study area
The hypothesis for this study is therefore stated below in a null form
There is no significant difference between the extension services by ADP to farmers in both Edo and Osun States.
METHODOLOGY
The study was carried out in Edo Up to 80% of the farmers in the study area have 4 ha of farm land and above. Subsistence farming in high forest zone on government land is rampant in Edo State.
In both states, both rentage and direct purchase account for about 26.3% of farm land (Table 3) .
Osun State ADP renders farm services more than Edo State in relation to equipment. Also in Edo State most farmers get their equipment from Ministry of Agriculture and Public Hiring Units. The result in table 6 shows that over 50% of the farmers get fertilizer/pesticides from private sources. Farmers in both states complain that when the stock of the inputs are supplied few respondents get from ADP/Ministry of Agriculture stores. They are deprived from getting them (the inputs). This may be a reason for the poor farmers harvest adduced by Taiye (1994) . A larger proportion of the farmers obtain their inputs from private sources.
From Table 8 shows that there is no significant difference extension services of ADPs farmers in the two states (t = 3.17, P -0.43)
RECOMMENDATIONS
In the light of the above findings, the following recommendations are made 1. The state ADP should recruit enough extension workers to enable every farmer in the rural areas benefit from new research findings.
2.
More farm services centres should be established to hire or purchase improved inputs.
3.
The local government councils should be encouraged to provide small-scale modern processing and storage facilities. They should be established in designated villages in order to prevent produce from wasting.
